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SUBJECT: RESISTANCE FIGHTING IN SOUTH VIETNAMESE HIGHLANDS 

1. A EUROPEAN PRIEST, WHO WAS EXPELLED FORM VIET NAM IN EARLY 
SEPTEMBER AFTER ALMOST TWNETY YEARS IN THE HIGHLANDS, RELATED 
THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATION ON CONDITIONS AROUND DA LAT. HE 
SAID THAT ACCORNDING TO CHURCH SOURCES, A RESISTANCE UNIT OF 
ABOUT 3000 MEN WAS OPERATING IN TUYEN DUC PROVIENCE. THE UNIT 
HAD RECENTLY REQUESTED A CHAPLAIN "SINCE THEY HAD MORE THAN 

A THOUSANDS CATHOLICS IN THE ORGANIZATION". IN AUGUST ELE- 
MENTS OF THE UNIT REPORTEDLY ENGAGED THE NVA IN THE MONTAGNARD 
HAMLET OF FI AN NEAR THANH BINH IN DUC TROUNG DISTRICT. THE 
PRIET'S COLLEAGUES CLAIMED SEEING 30 NVA DEAD AND AN UN- 
SPECIFIED NUMBER OF WOUNDED. ONE NVA SOLIDER IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE POINTED TO HIS WOUNDS AND SHOUTED "YOU CATHOLICS DID 
THIS". 

2. THE PRIEST RELATED ANOTHER COLLEAGUE'S REPORT THAT 
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STABBED TO DEATH BY A MONTAGNARD ON ABOUT SEPTEMBER 18. 
HE NOTED THAT THE MONTANGNARDS IN GNEREAL WERE BECOMING 
ANTI-COMMUNIST; HAVING BEEN PROMISED EVERYTHING, THEY 
NOW RECIEVE NOTHING. 

3. THE PRIEST NOTED THAT ON ONE OCCASION HE LISTENED TO 
THE RESISTANCE RADIO, WHICH HE SAID CALLS ITSELF "SUFFER 
ING VIET NAM, (VIET NAMDAU THOUNG). THE BROADCAST, 

WHICH OCCURED AT 1 AM, WAS VERY WEAK WITH MUCH STATIC. 

A VIETNAMESE TURNED IN THE BROADCAST FOR HIM, SO HE DID 
NOT KNOW THE FREQUENCY, BUT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE 
STATION OFTEN CHANGED FREQUENCIES. HE SAID THE BROADCAST 
CALLED ON YOUNG MEN TO JOIN THE RESISTANCE. IN AN ASIDE 
HE OBSERVED THAT HE HAD SEEN THE SAME THEME ON A POSTER 
NAILED TO A CURCH DOOR AND IN LEAFLETS DURING A SAIGON 
VISIT IN LATE JULY. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS ON CONTINUED FIGHT- 
ING IN THE HIGHLANDS, THIS IS THE FIRST ACCOUNT OBTAINED 
WITH ANY SIGNIFICANT DETAILS. THOUGH MUCH OF THE ABOVE 
INFORMATION IS SECOND HAND, BOTH THE PRIEST AND HIS PRIMARY 
SOURCES APPEAR TO BE EXPERIENCED AND WELL PLACED TO OBTAIN 
ACCURATE INFORMATION. 
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